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ORDER OF DISMISSAL
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23014780-A23005825

NICOLE VANHOOF
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity no.:  A23-005825

Appellant: Nicole Vanhoof

Enumclaw, WA 98022
Telephone:
Email:

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel
Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032
Telephone: (206) 263-5968
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov

On December 19, 2023, Animal Services and its witnesses joined our hearing (connecting in
remotely from vacation). Ms. VanHoof did not join. We announced that we would be dismissing
her appeal, but that we would wait one day to see if Ms. VanHoof contacted us. That evening,
Ms. VanHoof emailed our office, saying that she unfortunately missed our hearing due to a
family emergency. We agreed to reschedule our hearing.

On January 9, 2024, we emailed and mailed our notice for today’s hearing. We received no
communication in response. Animal Services’ witnesses again timely joined our hearing. Yet
again Ms. VanHoof did not appear. We again dismiss her appeal, but this time with finality.



V23014780-A23005825—Nicole VanHoof

We do, however make one modification. In its notice and order, Animal Services cited a
vaccine-related code section that no longer exists. There is indeed a different, current-code that
requires vaccination. Ms. VanHoof will want to ensure her dogs are current on their rabies
vaccinations to avoid a future violation and penalty, but for purposes of today’s case, we toss
out the rabies-related violation.

We DISMISS Ms. VanHoof’s appeal except that we eliminate the penalty related to
vaccinations. The total penalty Ms. VanHoof owes is $650, not $700.

This will be the examiner’s final word on the matter. Instructions on how to appeal are listed
below our signature.

DATED January 25, 2024.
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David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
February 26, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.



January 25, 2024

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860
hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.cov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23014780-A23005825

NICOLE VANHOOF
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED January 25, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary



Carey, Sandra
Hardcopy

Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Vanhoof, Nicole
Hardcopy





