
 October 2, 2024  
 
 

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

Telephone (206) 477-0860 
hearingexaminer@kingcounty.gov 

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner 
 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23015034-A23006736 
 

RUTH AND DAVID SONSTENG 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
Activity no.: A23006736 

 
Appellants: Ruth & David Sonsteng 

 
Auburn, WA 98001 
Telephone:  
Email:  

 
King County: Regional Animal Services of King County 

represented by Chelsea Eykel 
Regional Animal Services of King County 
21615 64th Avenue S 
Kent, WA 98032 
Telephone: (206) 263-5968 
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov 

 
Our March 28, 2024, stay order stated that: 
 

“We held a pre-hearing conference on March 18, 2024. At the end, we dropped 
off and left the parties on the line to discuss a possible settlement. Animal 
Services requests a six-month stay in this case. If no additional trespassing or 
chicken harassment/killing occurs during that time frame, they will drop 
V23015034. The Songstengs still have a valid order of confinement in place from 
a prior case, so they need to be diligent in containing their dog. 
 
We will STAY the appeal until September 30, 2024. If we have not heard 
anything from either party by then we will dismiss V23015034. 
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Having received no update from either party, we DISMISS, without prejudice, notice and order 
V23015034. A dismissal without prejudice is not a decision on the merits, and it does not 
preclude Animal Services from reissuing a later notice and order (in this case, a third notice and 
order). Any new notice and order would have its own separate appeal deadline and examiner 
process. 
 
If we have misunderstood the situation, by November 1, 2024, either party may email us a 
motion for reconsideration explaining why we should not be dismissing this appeal. A timely 
motion postpones the deadline (described below the signature line) for seeking judicial review. 
 
DATED October 2, 2024. 
 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 
 
 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
November 1, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in 
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23015034-A23006736 
 

RUTH AND DAVID SONSTENG 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED October 2, 2024. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
 
 



Eykel, Chelsea

Regional Animal Services of King County

Sonsteng, Ruth/David

Hardcopy

Wolf, Carol/Mark

Hardcopy




