March 28, 2024

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860

hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.cov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

ORDER OF DISMISSAL
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23015059-A23007210

SCOTT RHODES
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity no.:  A23007210
Appellant: Scott Rhodes

Auburn, WA 98001
Telephone:
Email:

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel
Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032
Telephone: (206) 263-5968
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov

On March 5, 2024, we emailed and mailed our notice for yesterday’s hearing. We received no
communication in response. Animal Services and the complainant timely appeared at the start of
our scheduled hearing, but Mr. Rhodes did not. We remained on the line for about 15 minutes,
and Mr. Rhodes still did not join. Nor has Mr. Rhodes since contacted our office in 24 hours
since to explain any glitch that prevented his appearance.

Mzt. Rhodes’ failure to appear constitutes abandonment of his appeal. We DISMISS his appeal.
However, we make two modifications.

First, as to the Yorkshire Terrier, Mr. Rhodes’ appeal listed the Terrier’s pet license number.
Animal Services was able to confirm that, as of the December 28 altercation, the Terrier was
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licensed. Mr. Rhodes is on the hook for the Terrier’s $50 threatening violation, but there is no
licensing penalty.

As to the Cane Corso, our March 5 prehearing order instructed Mr. Rhodes to provide proof
that it was licensed in Pierce County and proof of its rabies vaccine status. Mr. Rhodes did not
submit any exhibits by either the initial March 13 deadline nor the March 20 rebuttal deadline.
Along with the Cane Corso’s $500 potentially dangerous violation, Mr. Rhodes is also on the
hook for the $250 licensing violation and $50 rabies violation.

The penalty amount Mr. Rhodes owes is currently $850, not $1100. However, by April 18, 2024,
Mr. Rhodes may email Animal Setvices, via raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov, the Cane Coutso

owner’s contact information (full name, street address, email, phone number).

e If Mr. Rhodes timely provides that owner’s contact information and proof the Cane
Courso was vaccinated as of December 28, Animal Services should reduce the
vaccination penalty to $25.

e If Mr. Rhodes timely provides that owner’s contact information and the Pierce County
license number, Animal Services should reduce Mr. Rhodes’ licensing violation penalty to
$50. A pet licensed in Pierce County only needs a King County license if the pet is in
King County for more than 30 days; pets temporarily within King County for less than
30 days are exempt from the King County pet license requirement. But Animal Services
can explain the process to the Cane Courso’s owner, who can decide whether or not to
bring it back into King County.

That would reduce Mr. Rhodes’ penalty to $625.

The Cane Courso’s owner will definitely want to know about the dog’s potentially dangerous
designation. A potentially dangerous dog may only be in King County—for any period of time—
if the requirements of KCC 11.04.275 are met, including annually obtaining a $125 potentially
dangerous dog registration (in addition to the normal pet license), providing proof the dog is in
a secure enclosure when on the property, and wearing a muzzle when off it. And if the Cane
Courso is later found in King County without a current potentially dangerous dog registration or
in violation of any other KCC 11.04.275 requirement, Animal Services can impound the dog.
That would set up the owner for monetary penalties, including paying the cost of confinement
before the owner could get their Cane Corso back. Best not to let this fester.

The examinet’s role in V23015059 is at an end.

DATED March 28, 2024.

/_:'27___,/ //
David Spohr
Hearing Examiner
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
April 29, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in superior
court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V23015059-A23007210

SCOTT RHODES
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X] placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED March 28, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary



Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Johnson, lla
Hardcopy

Rhodes, Scott
Hardcopy





