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This is a procedurally odd case. Believing the parties had amicably settled their dispute—and
thus there was nothing left for Mr. Vines to challenge—we entered a dismissal order. However,
Mr. Vines timely filed a motion for reconsideration. So, on April 18 we emailed and mailed our

notice for yesterday’s conference, so we could discuss the matter. We received no

communication in response. Yet Mr. Vines failed to appear, nor has he contacted our office in
the last 24 hours to explain, for example that there was some mix-up that prevented his

participation.

That constitutes abandonment of his appeal. We thus deny his motion for reconsideration and

again dismiss his appeal, but this time our dismissal is final. Mr. Vines may seek superior court
(instructions below our signature block), but the examinet’s role is at an end.
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If it is any consolation, we note that Mr. Vines’ theory for seeking reconsideration would not
have been legally viable. While we would have preferred to discuss the ins and outs with them in
a conversation at yesterday’s hearing, since he did not take advantage of that opportunity, we
will do the next best thing—putting it in writing.

Mr. Vines asserted in his motion that his responsibility ended when he agreed to have Basil
euthanized. That might be true forward-looking, in terms of the need to comply with an order
related to registering Basil, keeping Basil secured on Vines’ property and leashed and muzzled
when off the Vines property. But it would not have changed the fact that, backward-looking, M.
Vines was taking care of Basil on January 24 and February 19. If Basil ran at large and bit a
person (without sufficient legal provocation) on one or both days, Mr. Vines was the proper
person for Animal Services to cite for running at large and potentially dangerous acts, and
against whom to assess the corresponding monetary penalties. Even if Basil had been euthanized
in February, that would not have gotten Mr. Vines off the hook for January 24 and February 19
violations and their associated monetary penalties.

At yesterday’s truncated conference, we did not probe Animal Services about the terms of the

negotiated agreement Animal Services at least thought it had reached with the Vines. Again, an
examiner has no role what the parties negotiate; anything we say here about settlement is just a
suggestion, not an order. Yet Mr. Vines 7ay want to reach out to Animal Services quickly (206-

263-5968 and raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov) to see if a resolution can be salvaged. Because if
the appeal window for today’s dismissal closes on May 27, 2024, without Mr. Vines either (a)
having followed chapter 7.16 RCW and filed a timely writ in superior court or (b) finalizing a
settlement, Mr. Vines may find himself on the hook for $1650 in penalties. That does not seem
like an ideal result. Again, this paragraph is simply food for thought, not requirement. Mr. Vines
can chart which ever course he chooses.

In any event, we deny Mr. Vines motion for reconsideration and DISMISS Mzr. Vines appeal.
This will be our final word on the matter.

DATED April 26, 2024.

SR //
David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by May
27, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in superior court
in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V24015246 & V24015151

DAVID VINES
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the ORDER ON MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION to those listed on
the attached page as follows:

& EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
patties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED April 26, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary



Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Riepl, William
Hardcopy

Vines, David
Hardcopy





