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ORDER OF DISMISSAL
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24015631-A24002449

TERESA BROSCHE
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity no.:  A24002449
Appellant: Teresa Brosche

Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Telephone:
Email:

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel
Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032
Telephone: (206) 263-5968
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov

Based on notification that the parties have mutually agreed to a resolution, the appeal of the
County’s determination is moot. We do not know what the terms of the settlement are, nor do
we typically inquire; those are between the parties. Yet, especially since Ms. Brosche asked for
options, explanations, and reasoning in her June 17 appeal, we offer some.

Animal Services’ code has two designations. “Potentially dangerous” covers most unprovoked
bites to (or injuries inflicted on) a person or domesticated animal; even chasing or approaching a
person in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack without an actual bite qualifies.
Conversely, “dangerous” is reserved for those instances when the animal inflicts sezere injury on
(or causes the death of) a person or domesticated animal without provocation, and it comes with
additional requirements (beyond those for potentially dangerous animals), such as a $250 annual
registration fee (v. $125 for potentially dangerous), extra secure confinement, spaying/neutering,
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and a $500,000 surety bond or liability insurance policy. Here, Animal Services designated
Houston as “dangerous.”

Where an appellant moves forward with a hearing, we give no deference to Animal Services.
Instead, we weigh all the facts and testimony and then apply the controlling legal standard. We
may: sustain the designation, confinement requirements, and fines in full; sustain the designation
but reduce the fines, and sometimes adjust the confinement term; or reduce or overturn the
designation itself. Conversely, when the parties settle the matter, our role in the process ends,
and the violations and requirements the parties settled on become final and unreviewable.

Thus, Ms. Brosche’s appeal is DISMISSED, the examiner’s jurisdiction over the matter is
terminated, and the hearing scheduled for August 7, 2024, is cancelled.

If we have misunderstood the situation, either party may email us by August 12, 2024 explaining

why we should not be dismissing this appeal. A timely motion for reconsideration postpones the
deadline (described below the signature line) for seeking judicial review.

DATED July 12, 2024.

Leila Arefi
Hearing Examiner pro tem

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
Aungust 12, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24015631-A24002449

TERESA BROSCHE
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED July 12, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary
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