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In our July 3 decision in V24015458, we upheld Charlie’s potentially dangerous designation and 
compliance order stemming from an April 7 altercation. We described how:  

• Charlie is a menace to the neighborhood;  

• Ms. Garrison did not seem to have the capacity to muster effective containment;  

• corralling a dog with that much drive to escape and minor children coming in and 
out would take a Herculean effort, would not be good for Charlie, and would harm 
the valuable village of kids passing freely between homes and socializing; and 
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• the $800 in fines in V24015458, $125 annual potentially dangerous animal 
registration, and upcoming fines for post-April 7 violations coming down the pike 
seemed crippling for someone of limited income. 

We closed the analysis by writing that:  

It is hard to see how, from anyone’s perspective—an 85+ dog who needs a yard to 
run in and now will have to be confined to a small area of the house; Ms. 
Garrison’s daughters who will need to rein in their carefree, in-and-out, back-and-
forth; and Ms. Garrison who will need to manage it all while the looming threat 
penalties hangs overhead—it would not be wiser to adopt out Charlie and get an 
apartment-sized emotional support dog….  

Thus, we will provide an avenue (see below) for Ms. Garrison to get out from 
under this, while recognizing that she has the autonomy to make the final call for 
what is best for her, her children, and Charlie.  

Our decision portion read as follows: 

We DENY Ms. Garrison’s appeal.  

However, if by Monday, July 29 Ms. Garrison either: 

• rehomes Charlie and provides the new owner’s contact information to 
Animal Services, OR 

• surrenders Charlie to Animal Services, who will then adopt out Charlie, 

we reduce the penalty in V24015458 to $200. Assuming she files an appeal related 
to the more recent violation notice(s), we will likely dismiss that/those without 
prejudice, thus eliminating future penalties. 

We recently received the transmittals for two additional violations, V24015734 and V24015801, 
totaling $1650 in penalties. Ms. Garrison’s July 4 appeals assert that she had already rehomed 
Charlie. Animal Services confirmed that Ms. Garrison had sent the new owner’s name and 
contact information.  

We DISMISS WITHOUT PREJUDICE V24015734 and V24015801 and their related penalties.  

If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by August 21, 2024, either party is free 
to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should not 
be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline 
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal. 
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DATED July 22, 2024. 
 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
August 21, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in 
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V24015734 & V24015801 
 

TIA GARRISON 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the CONDITIONAL DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as 
follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED July 22, 2024. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
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