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SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24015958-A24004028 
 

ASHLEE STONE 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 
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We set a hearing for November 6, but noted one substantive and one procedural concern: 

• If Ellie and Bear trespassed and killed a rabbit on August 12, they might very well meet 
the “potentially dangerous animal” code criteria, but seemingly not the “dangerous animal” 
code criteria, given that killing a domesticated animal other than a dog, non-feral cat, or 
large livestock does not arise to “dangerous” for a first-time event. 

• Bear’s unnamed owner would need to live with the designation, were we to uphold it at 
hearing, yet without having an opportunity to challenge Bear’s designation. 

 
Animal Services emailed that it would remedy that, dismissing V24015958 without prejudice and 
serving soon an amended notice and order to Ms. Stone for Ellie and a new notice and order to 
Mr. Ridgeway for Bear. Ms. Stone can cut-and-paste from her September 5 appeal, but she 
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should make sure she gets some appeal by the appeal deadline listed in the upcoming notice and 
order. And Mr. Ridgeway should also submit his challenge by the appeal deadline in his notice 
and order.  
 
Furthermore, because Animal Services is dismissing V24015958, the code requirement that, 
 

During the entire appeal process of a potentially dangerous animal designation, 
the owner shall keep the animal in a proper enclosure, or by other means 
approved by the manager. It is a violation of this chapter for the owner appealing 
a declaration to allow or permit the animal to go beyond the premises of the 
owner unless such animal is securely leashed, under the control of a competent 
adult, and humanely muzzled or securely restrained in a carrier or crate, made in 
accordance with International Air Transport Association guidelines, while 
traveling in a vehicle [KCC 11.04.275.G] 

 
is no longer in effect and will not come back into play until the new notices and orders 
are issued. It would, of course, benefit Ms. Stone and Mr. Ridgeway to keep Ellie and 
Bearn contained. 
 
There no longer being a V24015958 for Ms. Stone to challenge, her appeal is DISMISSED 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE, the examiner’s jurisdiction over the matter terminated, and the 
hearing scheduled for November 6, 2024, cancelled.1 
 
If we have misunderstood the situation, by November 25, 2024, either party may email us a 
motion for reconsideration explaining why we should not be dismissing this appeal. A timely 
motion postpones the deadline (described below the signature line) for seeking judicial review. 
 
DATED October 25, 2024. 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 
 
 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
November 25, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in 
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 

 
1 A dismissal without prejudice is not a decision on the merits, and it does not preclude Animal Services from reissuing a 
later notice and order. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24015958-A24004028 
 

ASHLEE STONE 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED October 25, 2024. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
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