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Reading Mr. Donovan’s appeal statement, and the financial and health hardships he describes 
for himself and his brother, we have a tremendous amount of empathy. And Animal Services 
noted at our shortened hearing that Mr. Donovan had actually twice scheduled appointments to 
come into the shelter and turn in Rocky to be rehomed, but then Mr. Donovan did not make 
either appointment.  
 
We understand Mr. Donovan’s inability to make the appointments he scheduled, given his sight 
loss and other circumstances. So, we will give Mr. Donovan a chance to get out from under all 
this. His instinct that he and his brother would be better off simply handing off Rocky (and, if 
they want, adopting another dog without the baggage Rocky carries) than trying to keep Rocky, 
given the burdens (financial and otherwise) keeping Rocky will entail, is sound. 
 
Thus, if by Monday, November 18, 2024, Mr. Donovan surrenders Rocky to a shelter, we 
waive all fines and other requirements. We have at least some understanding of the challenges 
Mr. Donovan likely faces navigating something like transporting a dog to a shelter but if there 
was ever a time to call in the help of friends or neighbors to help make that handoff happen, 
and by the November 18 cutoff, now would be the time. Otherwise, the consequences are going 
to continue to pile up. 
 
DATED October 18, 2024. 
 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 
 
 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
November 18, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in 
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24015984-A24004080 
 

JAMES DONOVAN 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED October 18, 2024. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
 
 



Donovan, James

Hardcopy

Eykel, Chelsea

Regional Animal Services of King County

Savanah, Michelle

Hardcopy




