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At this point, we have only seen two documents: an October 17 violation notice asserting that
Lucky and Delta were at-large on October 16, and Ms. Cave’s October 22 appeal statement.

It appears there has been a misunderstanding. Ms. Cave disputes that her dogs should be labeled
as violent and dangerous due to a one-time random run. We have no idea what was informally
communicated, but unless Animal Services has issued a second violation notice, Animal Services
has not labeled the dogs as violent and dangerous. Instead, V2406222 merely asserts that on
October 16 Lucky and Delta were “at large,” meaning “any animal off the premises of its owner
and not under control of a competent person,” with “under control” defined as “a domesticated
animal is restrained, by a human using a leash or competent and effective voice or signal control,
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from approaching any bystander or other domesticated animal....” KCC 11.04.230.0, 11.01.090,
11.01.380.

Ms. Cave admits that Lucky and Delta were off her premises and not under control for at least a
few moments on October 16. That satisfies the above code criteria for a violation. Ms. Cave’s
appeal explains bow Lucky and Delta managed to get loose on October 16, and the steps she has
taken since to prevent a repeat. That might matter in a criminal case, where mens rea (bad intent)
figures in, but for our purposes all Animal Services needs to show to prove the violation is that
on October 16 Lucky and Delta were off Ms. Cave’s property and not restrained from
approaching any bystander or other domesticated animal, period. And while, we often reduce
larger penalties (like the $125, $250, and $500 penalty amounts that apply to other violations)
while upholding a violation, we do not reduce basic $50 tickets. So, a hearing would not even
help Ms. Cave lower her bill.

However, avoiding a poor use of everyone’s time and effort submitting exhibits before, and then
getting sworn in and providing testimony and being cross-examined at a hearing warrants a
penalty reduction. Unless somebody objects and files a motion for reconsideration (in which
case we will schedule a hearing on the merits), we will reduce the penalty in half and call it good.

We DISMISS Ms. Cave’s appeal, but we reduce the $100 fine to $50. And we clarify again that
there is 70 finding, nor even an allegation, that either Lucky or Delta did anything violent or
dangerous on October 16.

If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by December 23, 2024, cither party is
free to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should
not be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal.

DATED November 22, 2024.

David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
December 23, 2024. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24016222-A24005185

YELENA CAVE
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the SUMMARY ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED November 22, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary
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Hardcopy

Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Switzer, Diane
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