December 17, 2024

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860

hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.gov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

SUMMARY ORDER
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24016288-A24005357

JULIE YOUNG
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity no.:  A24-005357
Appellant: Julie Young

Woodinville, WA 98077
Telephone:
Email:
King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel
Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032

Telephone: (206) 263-5968
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov

Ms. Young does not contest that, on October 27, her dogs were trespassing, meaning “entering
upon a person’s property or premises without that person’s permission.” Instead, she seeks a
penalty waiver. KCC 11.04.230.L.

For larger fines, like the $500 penalty for a dangerous dog designation or $250 for a failure-to-
license, where an owner shows at a hearing that (on the front end) the animal did something
despite—not due to a lack of—the ownet’s responsible behavior and/or (on the back end) the
owner has taken steps after the violation to avoid a recurrence, we sometimes reduce (but never
eliminate) the otherwise applicable penalty. However, we a/nost never reduce (and certainly never
eliminate) a basic $50 nuisance fine.
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Yet there is an advantage to the taxpayer in not expending public funds to go through the
hearing process. Thus, we will halve the penalty from $100 to $50 and wrap up this case.

If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by January 16, 2025, cither party is
free to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should
not be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal.

DATED December 17, 2024,

David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
Jannary 16, 2025. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.



December 17, 2024

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860
hearingexaminer@kingcounty.gov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24016288-A24005357

JULIE YOUNG
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the SUMMARY ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED December 17, 2024.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary



Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Reyes, Lisa
Hardcopy

Young, Julie
Hardcopy





