January 15, 2025

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860

hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.gov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

ORDER OF DISMISSAL

SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V24015397 & V24015398

FABIAN REGALA PEREZ AND AVIANNA IDELLE AIRTH

Activity no.:

Appellants:

King County:

Animal Services Enforcement Appeal
A24001421

Fabian Perez & Avianna Airth

Covington, WA 98042
Telephone:
Email:

Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel

Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S

Kent, WA 98032

Telephone: (206) 263-5968

Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov

(Note: Mr. Regala-Perez should provide an email address for Ms. Airth.)

Animal Services transmitted appeals for V24015397 (Perez) and V24015398 (Airth) in May
2024. After we set a hearing, Animal Services notified us that the case was forwarded to

Prosecutor’s Office for review of possible criminal charges. We stayed the case in June 2024 and

requested updates on the status of the criminal charges.

In December 2024, Animal Services notified us that the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO)

declined charges. Based on that update, we set a January 30, 2025, hearing.
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However, on January 6, 2025, Animal Services emailed us that, in preparing the staff report, they
realized the officer cited the incorrect section of code and that Animal Services would be
dismissing the violations without prejudice and re-issuing them under the correct code.

On January 10, Animal Services then notified us that the PAO will, in fact, be moving forward
with misdemeanor charges. Thus, even if Animal Services re-issues a corrected violation notice
and Ms. Perez and Ms. Airth timely appeal that, we would still stay any future hearing until the
criminal charges play out.

We thus DISMISS WITHOUT PREJUDICE V24015397 (Perez) and V24015398 (Airth) and
CANCEL the hearing scheduled for January 30, 2025.

If and when Animal Services re-issues a violation notice(s), Ms. Perez and Ms. Airth should
submit their appeals by (or in an abundance of caution, several days before) the appeal deadline.
And, because the PAO could use Ms. Perez and Ms. Airth against them in the criminal context
(essentially waiving their right against self-incrimination), Ms. Perez and Ms. Airth may simply
tile an abbreviated appeal statement that simply says something like, “I wish to appeal the [date]
notice and order.” That will preserve their right to challenge the violation notice. We can later
provide an opportunity to later amend their appeal to address the specifics of their challenge.

If we have misunderstood the situation, by February 14, 2025, cither party may email us a
motion for reconsideration explaining why we should not be dismissing this appeal. A timely
motion postpones the deadline (described below the signature line) for seeking judicial review.

DATED January 15, 2025.

/_:'27___,/ //
David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
February 14, 2025. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V24015397 & V24015398
FABIAN REGALA PEREZ AND AVIANNA IDELLE AIRTH
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that

I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows:

DX] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

laced with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient
% g P

postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee
parties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED January 15, 2025.

Lauren Olson
Legislative Secretary



Avianna Airth, Fabian Perez
Hardcopy

Blue Pearl Vet
Hardcopy

Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County





