
February 24, 2025

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

Telephone (206) 477-0860 
hearingexaminer@kingcounty.gov 

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner 

SUMMARY ORDER 

SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24016394-A24005849 

YONG HU 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

Activity no.: A24005849 

Appellant: Yong Hu 

Maple Valley, WA 98038 
Telephone: 
Email: 

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County 
represented by Chelsea Eykel 
Regional Animal Services of King County 
21615 64th Avenue S 
Kent, WA 98032 
Telephone: (206) 263-5968 
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov 

By law, “Any owner of a pet [meaning any dog or non-feral cat] eight weeks old and older in 
King County for more than thirty days shall license and register that pet….” KCC 11.04.030.A. 
Animal Services served Yong Hu with a violation notice for not licensing his dog. Mr. Hu timely 
appealed. 

On January 29, we emailed the parties a scheduling invite for a February 7 conference, noting 
that we would provide Mr. Hu a Mandarin interpreter at that conference. On January 30, we 
mailed and emailed a written notice of our prehearing conference, providing the Zoom login 
information and again noting that we would provide Mr. Hu with a Mandarin interpreter at the 
conference. We received no word from either party that February 7 conference would not work. 
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Neither party appeared at our conference, nor has either party contacted us since. However, 
rather than schedule another proceeding on a case that was not worth either parties’ time to 
attend the first time, and because this involves only a licensing penalty, we will resolve it here.1  
 
Mr. Hu disputes that he was warned of the need to obtain an animal license. However, he does 
not dispute that he cares for a dog that has been in his house longer than 30 days and who does 
not have a license. And KCC 11.04.030.A requires that: 
 

Any owner of a pet eight weeks old and older in King County for more than 
thirty days shall license and register that pet…. The license must be renewed on 
or before the date of expiration.  

 
So, what were we to go to hearing, our inquiry would only be whether to, and if so by how 
much, to reduce the $250 penalty for Mr. Hu maintaining an unaltered dog in King County. We 
never entirely eliminate a penalty. And then Mr. Hu would still need to license his dog to avoid 
later being served a second penalty (which would double to a $500).  
 
So, because of the odd sequence here where Animal Services also missed the February 7 
conference, we hand Mr. Hu a way out. If by March 26, 2025, Mr. Hu licenses his dog with 
Animal Services, we will completely eliminate the $250 penalty. He can do it online by clicking 
on License Registration2 or by physically going into Animal Services (21615 64th Avenue S, 
Kent, WA 98032). A license for a dog that has not been spayed or neutered costs $60. If Mr. Hu 
can show that his dog has been spayed or neutered, the pet license cost drops to $30.  
 
Conversely, if by March 26, 2025, Mr. Hu failed to license his dog, he will be liable for the $250 
penalty. And he would still need to license his dog after that.  
 
If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by March 26, 2025, either party is free 
to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should not 
be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline 
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal. 
 
DATED February 24, 2025. 
 

 
 David Spohr 
 Hearing Examiner 

 
1 Presumably we would choose a different course for something like an appealed dangerous dog designation, where the 
public has a significant safety interest in ensuring that a dog truly meeting the “dangerous” criteria is restrained from 
further violence, and the dog owner’s has a significant private interest in not having such onerous restrictions placed on 
a dog that does not truly meet the “dangerous” criteria. 

2 If Mr. Hu is unable to access the link, the website is https://licensepet.com/wl3/rc/reg/kingwl. 
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by 
March 26, 2025. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in superior 
court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V24016394-A24005849 
 

YONG HU 
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Lauren Olson, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the SUMMARY ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail 
addresses on record. 

 
 placed with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient 
postage, as FIRST CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee 
parties/interested persons to addresses on record. 

 
 
DATED February 24, 2025. 
 
 

 
 Lauren Olson 
 Legislative Secretary 
 
 
 



Eykel, Chelsea

Regional Animal Services of King County

Hu, Yong

Hardcopy

Regional Animal Services of King County




