December 16, 2025

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON
Telephone (206) 477-0860

hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.cov

www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner

ORDER ON MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION
AND TO RE-OPEN HEARING

SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V25017229 and V25017448

JORGE AND NORMA RUIZ
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity nos.: A25-002583 and A25003188

Appellants:  Jorge and Norma Ruiz

Auburn, WA 98001
Telephone:

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Chelsea Eykel
Regional Animal Services of King County
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032

Telephone: (206) 263-5968
Email: raskcappeals@kingcounty.gov



V25017229 and V25017448—]orge and Norma Ruiz 2

Regional Animal Services of King County issued two Notices of Violation to George [Jorge]
Ruiz for his dog Max making excessive noise. Mr. Ruiz appealed and after a pre-hearing
conference in which a hearing date was agreed upon,! the matter was heard and the Notices of
Violation were upheld. The Decision was issued on November 25. It determined:

A hearing was held on November 14, 2025. Animal Services appeared through Sgt.
Chelsea Eykel. Jorge Ruiz did not appear. Complainant Alfredo Cortes and Sgt.
Eykel testified. An interpreter was provided for Mr. Ruiz and though he did not
appear, she interpreted the proceeding to ensure an interpreted version was
available to Mr. Ruiz. Mr. Ruiz has not contacted the Hearing Examiner’s Office
since the hearing.?

After the Decision was issued, on the evening of December 1, Norma Ruiz emailed what
appears to be a motion for reconsideration and request to re-open the hearing.

I am very sorry that my husband and I missed the hearing date. We have been
dealing with a difficult family situation. We do still want to continue with the
process and kindly request a new hearing date at your earliest convenience.

I also want to inform you that my dog is currently wearing a collar that helps
prevent barking,

A motion for reconsideration may be granted if the examiner’s decision “was based in whole or
in part on erroneous information or failed to comply with existing laws, regulations, or adopted
policies, or shows that a procedural error prevented consideration of directly affected persons’
interests.”? The appellants did not identify any erroneous information or violation of existing
law, regulation, or policy, or any procedural error.

The appellants did not contact the Office of the Hearing Examiner before the hearing to
request a continuance but waited until after the Decision issuance to request a continuance.
Under the Hearing Examiner Rules, re-opening a hearing is only permissible “[p]tior to
Examiner Determination or on a Motion for Reconsideration.”* The appellants did not identify
a basis for granting reconsideration, so at this juncture, the hearing cannot be re-opened.

The motion for reconsideration and to re-open the hearing is DENIED.

! Pre-Hearing Order and Notice of Remote Hearing (September 15, 2025).
2 Decision, p. 2.

3 Hearing Examiner Rule XVI.A.3.

# Hearing Examiner Rules XVI.B.1.
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DATED December 16, 2025.
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Susan Drummond
Hearing Examiner pro tem

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court in
accordance with Ch. 7.16 RCW. It is the responsibility of the party seeking to appeal the
examiner’s decision to determine and meet the legal requirements for filing an appeal.
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hearingexaminer(@kingcounty.gov
www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file nos. V25017229 and V25017448

JORGE AND NORMA RUIZ
ANIMAL Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Jessica Oscoy, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the ORDER ON MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION AND TO RE-
OPEN HEARING to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

laced with the United States Postal Service, through Quadient-Impress, with sufficient
% g P

postage, as FIRST CLLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee

patties/interested persons to addresses on record.

DATED December 16, 2025.

'd

Y 4 T
74 i
o T
/ i s
_/,’4)4/444’/ L “"/9‘?" —
e Lo g

¥ o
Jessica Oscoy
Administrator




Cortes, Alfredo
Hardcopy

Eykel, Chelsea
Regional Animal Services of King County

Ruiz/Martinez, Jorge/Norma
Hardcopy





