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OLEO2025-004

Executive Summary
Date of Incident May 24, 2025
~ Location of Incident Renton
 Date of Complaint May 24, 2025
Corresponding IlU Case Number 11U2025-111
Allegation Types Excessive Use of Force

OnJune 3, 2025, the Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO) was tasked with the classification
review of 1U2025-111. Upon review, OLEO determined that it qualified for an independent investigation.
The complainant alleged that King Country Sheriff’s Office (Sheriff’s Office) personnel used excessive
force during the arrest of the complainant on May 24, 2025 in Renton.

As a part of its investigation, OLEO reviewed Sheriff’s Office reports and body-worn camera (BWC)
footage; interviewed witnesses to the arrest which included one community member and two Sheriff’s
Office employees; attempted to interview the complainant; and interviewed the subject employee
jointly with the Sheriff’s Office Internal Investigations Unit (1IU) investigators.

OLEO finds that the allegation of Excessive Use of Force is Non-Sustained because the evidence
uncovered during this investigation is insufficient to either prove or disprove the allegation.

Allegations and Findings

Sheriff’s Office Personnel Allegation Finding

Deputy Brandon M. Allison Excessive Use of Force Non-Sustained

Applicable Laws and GOM Policies’

1. GOM 3.00.015(2)(d): Excessive Use of Force
2. GOM 6.00.000: Use of Force

Investigative Summary

Interviews
OLEO conducted interviews with:

1. | (witness)
2. DeputyJohn Welch (witness employee)

"The General Orders Manual (GOM) contains policies of the King County Sheriff’s Office. Policies applied are
those that were in effect when the underlying incident giving rise to the complaint occurred.
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3. Deputy Wai Hon Chan (witness employee)
4. Deputy Brandon Allison (subject employee)

OLEO attempted to interview with the complainant but was unable to do so. IIlU Sergeant Ryan Sprecher
contacted || Bl (wintess) to schedule a joint interview with OLEO, however the interview was
declined.

Evidence

OLEO reviewed the following additional evidence:

BWC footage from May 24, 2025, recorded by responding deputies

Photos of complainant taken at the scene following his arrest on May 24, 2025
Sheriff’s Office reports authored by responding deputies

CAD?from May 24, 2025

Powbd-=

Fact Summary

On May 24, 2025, Sheriff’s Office personnel responded to a domestic violence incident at the apartment
home of in Renton. Ms.- son,., called to report that_ had hit
Ms.i and had grabbed ] by the shirt. When deputies arrived, they were directed toward Mr. |-
who was standing in the parking lot of the apartment complex. Deputy Wai Hon Chan approached

Mr. ] and advised that he was being detained. Mr. ] became agitated, at which point Deputy
Chan, Deputy John Welch, and Deputy Brandon Allison initiated a takedown.

The three deputies placed Mr.- in the prone position on the ground while he was being handcuffed,
with Deputies Chan and Welch applying the handcuffs and Deputy Allison holding Mr.- down on
the ground. Deputy Allison restrained Mr. ] by placing his teft hand on Mr. | back. his right
knee on Mr. ] shoulders, and his right hand on the back of Mr. [j head. He then pressed on
Mr. i} head. pinning it to the ground. Once Mr. ] was handcuffed, Deputy Allison began to
disengage but did not break contact between his right hand and Mr. |Jjj head. Mr. i head began
to lift off the ground and Deputy Allison pressed his head to the ground again before fully disengaging.
Mr.- responded by saying, “Oh, you just slammed my head on the [unintelligible].” According to
Deputy Allison’s Mark43 report, he “simply applied pressure to the back of- [sic]head” and held it
in place so that he would not injure his head. In his report, Deputy Allison said that he kept pressure on
Mr. i head untitMr. ] was placed in handcuffs, at which point he “immediately stood up and
walked away from-.” It should be noted that this statement is inconsistent with Deputy Allison’s
interview and BWC footage, which shows that Deputy Allison remained in contact with Mr. head
after he was handcuffed and pressed Mr. ] head to the ground again as he stood up. IL
interview, she explained that she lives in the apartment complex and witnessed the interaction between
deputies and Mr.- from her apartment, which she estimated was less than 20 feet away and on the
second floor of the building. Ms. ] saw deputies holding Mr. |} down on the ground and
observed that one of the deputies was holding Mr. ] head to the ground, however, Ms. ] did
not witness Mr.- head being slammed to the ground. During their interviews, Deputies Welch and
Chan both denied witnessing Deputy Allison push or shove Mr. JJj head into the ground.

According to the BWC footage, the deputies then brought Mr.- back to the patrol carin order to
search him before placing him inside the car. During this search, Deputies Chan and Allison pinned
Mr. i to the patrolvehicle with the left side of Mr. ] face pressed against the vehicle.
Afterwards, they placed him in the back of the patrol car where he can be heard saying that one of the

2 Computer-Aided Dispatch (CAD) from the Sheriff’s Office Communications Center.
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deputies broke his teeth on the window. While in the patrol vehicle, Sergeant George Drazich attempted
to speak with Mr. and took several photographs, including one in which a chip is clearly visible on
his #9 incisor. Mr. did not provide a statement regarding the incident.

Analysis

Excessive Use of Force: Non-Sustained

Mr.- alleged that his head was pushed to the ground during his arrest and into the patrol vehicle
window while he was searched, and that, as a result, one of his teeth was chipped. GOM 6.00.040(1)(a)
defines a technique to direct movement. Deputy Allison’s stated reason for pressing Mr.- head
each time, as well as the underhook maneuver he later used, as a Level 1 Use of Force. As such, itis
clear that each of these three actions were uses of force. GOM 6.00.015 states, “Deputies shall use the
least amount of physical force necessary to overcome actual resistance under the circumstances.”
Further, according to GOM 6.00.025, physical force is permitted when necessary to effect an arrest,
prevent a suspect from fleeing, protect against criminal conduct, or to take a suspect into custody.
According to GOM 6.00.040, “Deputies shall use only the type and amount of force that is a reasonable
and proportional response to effect the legal purpose intended or to protect against the threat posed to
the deputy or others.”

While the initiation of a takedown as an acceptable use of force in this scenario is not in question, the
force used to press Mr.- head to the ground and later into the patrol vehicle is. BWC footage from
the interaction recorded by Deputy Chan shows Deputies Welch and Chan placing the handcuffs on
Mr. i}, 2nd Deputy Allison kneeling on Mr. ] shoulder while pinning Mr. JJj head to the
ground with one hand. Once Mr.- was handcuffed, deputies began to disengage; however, from
the BWC footage, it appears Deputy Allison pushed Mr. Jj head to the ground again as Deputy
Allison was standing up. Immediately following the incident Mr.- said, “Oh, you just slammed my
head on the [unintelligible].” Mr.- continued speaking after being rolled onto his back and BWC
footage shows an unidentified object flew out of his mouth.

Itis clear from the BWC footage that Mr.- was already restrained when Deputy Allison pressed his
head to the ground the second time. During Deputy Allison’s interview, he explained that he pinned
Mr.- head to the ground during the handcuffing in order to maintain control and keep him from
getting up and injuring himself or the deputies. Deputy Allison said he pressed Mr. [JJjj head to the
ground a second time because he believed he had seen Mr.- moving again and he was worried that
Mr. | may have been trying to get up and run away.

If Deputy Allison’s stated belief that Mr.- was attempting to escape or otherwise continue resisting
was objectively reasonable, then the use of force was within policy. Based on the available BWC
footage, Mr.- lifting his head off the concrete appears to be a reasonable and predictable
response to the release of pressure from his head rather than an attempt at escape. However, in this
case, the BWC footage alone is not conclusive. The brief period of time involved with the physical
contact as well as the limited point of view offered by the camera may fail to account for additional
factors that led to Deputy Allison’s belief. Without a statement from the complainant to provide
additional information or context, it is not possible to conclusively establish whether Deputy Allison’s
stated belief that Mr.- was attempting to escape was reasonable.

While Deputies Chan and Allison were searching Mr.- outside of the patrolvehicle, the left side of
his face was pressed against the window. Deputy Allison said in his interview that while at the patrol
vehicle he “pinned him against the side of the patrol vehicle” and at one point used an “underhook”
maneuver to counter resistance from Mr. JJj. however, he did not recall whether Mr. [Jjjjj head
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came into contact with the window. BWC footage recorded by Deputy Welch showed that when Deputy
Allison used the underhook maneuver, Mr.- head struck the patrol vehicle making an audible
noise. Although Mr. ] head clearly struck the window of a patrol vehicle as a result of Deputy
Allison’s underhook maneuver, there is no evidence to prove that this was either intentional or
incidental on the part of Deputy Allison and the underhook itself, as a Level 1 Use of Force, was used to
counter resistance by Mr.- and therefore within policy.

Had Deputy Allison intentionally struck Mr.- head against either the ground or patrol vehicle with
sufficient force to chip a tooth, it would have constituted a greater level of force that would be difficult
to justify. However, Deputy Allison denied intentionally striking Mr. [Jj head against the ground or
the patrol car. Based on what is observable from the BWC footage, Deputy Allison pinned rather than
“slammed” Mr. [Jj head to the ground in the initial takedown and Mr. JJj impact with the patrol
vehicle appears to be unintentional.

Without a statement from Mr.- or evidence to show that his tooth was intact prior to this incident,
itis difficult to determine at what specific point of this incident, if any, his tooth was chipped. Because a
statement was not able to be obtained from the complainant and Deputy Allison claimed that he
believed these uses of force were necessary under the circumstances, there is insufficient factual
evidence either to prove or disprove the allegation. Therefore, OLEO finds the allegation of Excessive
Use of Force is Non-Sustained.

-R.McPhail 08/6/2025

Ryan McPhail Date
Investigations Monitor






