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Sheriff’s Office adopts majority of recommendations issued by Office of Law
Enforcement Oversight on execution of search warrants

The Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO) sent a memo to the King County Sheriff’s Office last
week outlining the status of recommendations on the execution of search warrants, as well as re-issuing
and revising a few other recommendations.

Over the last year, OLEO and the Sheriff’s Office worked to revise the Sheriff’s Office policies for
executing search warrants. In July of 2024, the Sheriff’s Office implemented a host of OLEQ’s policy
recommendations aimed at increasing transparency and accountability surrounding planned operations,
promoting best practices in service of community and officer safety, and clarifying policy language. In its
recent memo, OLEO re-issued outstanding policy recommendations regarding data collection and the
deployment of crisis negotiators during medium- and high-risk tactical operations.

“It is a testament to the quality of OLEQ’s work, as well as to the collaborative relationship between
OLEO and the Sheriff’s office, that so many of our recommendations were adopted. The ultimate goal is
to make planned operations safer for everyone, including subjects of warrants, the general public, and
Sheriff’s deputies,” said Tamer Abouzeid, OLEO Director. “We hope to work with the Sheriff’s Office to
take additional steps in data collection and reporting around warrant service and tactical operations.”

For more information, you can find the complete memo here.
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