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Office of Law Enforcement Oversight: Sheriff’s Office should adopt Model Use of 
Force Policy issued by the Washington State Office of the Attorney General 

 
King County’s Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO) has yesterday encouraged the King County 

Sheriff’s Office to adopt the Model Use of Force Policy issued by the office of Attorney General Bob 

Ferguson earlier this year. 

In 2021, the state legislature passed House Bill 1310, which included a provision instructing the Attorney 

General (AG) to develop a model use-of-force policy. After extensive input from the community, law 

enforcement agencies and leaders, oversight entities, and the Washington State Criminal Justice 

Training Commission, the model policy was released by the AG on July 1. By December 1, law 

enforcement agencies must either adopt the model policy or one consistent with it, or, if they do not, 

explain to the AG why they have adopted a different policy. 

In its memorandum to King County Sheriff Patti Cole-Tindall, OLEO recommended “that the Sheriff’s 

Office adopt the model policy and go above it regarding use of force on people fleeing by making the 

policy more restrictive.” The memo states: 

“Among other important topics, the model policy provides a clearer 

framework than the Sheriff’s Office’s current policy for de-escalation, 

what levels of force are appropriate depending on the circumstances, 

and considerations for reasonable care. The model policy also clarifies a 

path for officers to call upon alternative responses to people 

experiencing behavioral crises, or other non-violent incidents, that 

would benefit from a non-law enforcement response.” 

Resources: OLEO Memorandum to Sheriff 

  Attorney General Model Use of Force Policy 

### 

mailto:daniel.demay@kingcounty.gov
https://kingcounty.gov/~/media/93AFDDCCD9E44ACAA5C108D75BF23063.ashx
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploadedfiles/Another/UOF%20Model%20Policies_070122_FINAL_0.pdf

