
Brad Finegood
STRATEGIC ADVISOR

PUBLIC HEALTH- SEATTLE & KING CO.





Fentanyl: Primarily in Blue M-30s



Homeland Security 
Seizures (KOMO 

article May, 2021)

In the Pacific Northwest:
◦ In 2021: approximately 131 pounds was seized.

◦ In 2020: approximately 50 pounds was 
confiscated.

◦ In 2019: Just 4 pounds were seized by federal 
agents.

In Seattle:
◦ In 2021: 115 pounds of fentanyl were seized.

◦ In 2020: 50 pounds were confiscated.

◦ In 2019: 3 pounds were pulled from Seattle 
streets.



External Data 
Dashboard 

as of 11-29-21
kingcounty.gov/overdose



Fentanyl OnlyAll Drug Overdose Deaths

Overdose Mapping - 2020



Individuals Dying of Fentanyl Are Younger

Fentanyl Involved Non-Fentanyl Involved

Under 40 73% 34%

Over 40 27% 66%



All drug overdose deaths in KC



Laced & Lethal Campaign



King County decided to fund a campaign to focus on 
youth fentanyl overdose prevention.

Released an RFP and selected Rescue Agency to conduct 
background research with youth at-risk for fentanyl 
overdose and develop a campaign centered on the 
needs of this population.

The Work



Key findings
These youth reported two key motivations for 
use: 

◦ coping and 

◦ sensation seeking. 

High levels of trust for the people they bought 
or obtained drugs from. Had easy access to 
drugs through friends and internet.

Did not perceive themselves as at risk for 
fentanyl overdose.

Were open to messaging about increased 
deaths from fentanyl.



Naloxone 
access
• Youth could order naloxone online 

through a partnership between King 
County and Kelley-Ross Pharmacy.

• Also directed to stopoverdose and 
pharmacies to obtain it.







MIDD CD-07Strategies 
(CD-07)

• Opioid prevention and overdose campaigns targeting youth and young adults.

• Expansion of low barrier access to medications for opioid use disorder.

• Supports induction of Buprenorphine through Jail Health Services and linkage to long term maintenance.

• Outreach in shelters and encampments that provide induction and linkage to medications.

• Naloxone Distribution to behavioral health provider community and the general public via Kelley Ross pharmacy. 

• Public Health surveillance of data and tracking trajectory of overdoses.

• FTE at the Robert Clewis Center/Syringe Exchange for client support and linkage to services.

• Additional strategies for 2022

• EMS Overdoes Prevention Initiative.

• Parent/Family Overdose Education Campaign.

• Mini Grants for Culturally Appropriate MOUD Education Campaigns.

• Naloxone Vending Machines and harm reduction supplies.



What else we are we doing about it

Expanded look at data

◦ Overlapping systems

◦ Professions

Targeted ESJ Overdose Prevention 
Outreach in Communities.

Outreach and Comms

◦ Social Media

◦ Blogs

◦ Youth providers

◦ Stigma reduction

Clinical Quality Improvement

Drug Alerts (Over 2500 
subscribers)

Naloxone expansion

Innovations and expansion in 
treatment

Expanded Harm Reduction

• Drug Checking

• Fentanyl Test Strips

Co-design programs with voice of 
people with lived/living 
experience (CEADU)



Changing Demographics and Reasons for 
use. 

- Naïve / Experimental to Chronic Use
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