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King County Fentanyl Involved Deaths by 
Year
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Average weekly overdose deaths, 2019-2022
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Fatal Fentanyl Overdoses in King County, 

Jan-Aug 2020-2022
Jan-Aug 2022Jan-Aug 2021Jan-Aug 2020
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Fentanyl Form

www.kingcounty.gov/overdose



How do we respond?

Our Vision

The Public Health approach in Seattle and King County 

creates an environment where people who use drugs 

(PWUD) can access timely, compassionate, person-

centered, and evidence-based care with few to no 

barriers, ultimately preventing overdose deaths and 

improving, the health and quality of life for all county 

residents.
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Public Health

Cross-Departmental Teamwork
Public Health Shared Work

Behavioral Health &
Recovery Division

Overdose Surveillance

Public Trends Information

Quality Assurance and Provider Support

Harm Reduction

Low Barrier Health Care and Services for 

PWUD

Community-Based Equity & Social 

Justice Initiatives

Direct Service

• CHS, JHS, Prevention

EMS Coordination

Communications

Prevention Campaigns

Naloxone Distribution

Integrated Data Hub

Equity & Social Justice Focused 

Prevention and Outreach

Community-Based Equity & Social 

Justice Initiatives

Community Engagement

• Outreach

• Trainings

SUD Treatment Continuum of Care

BH Workforce Development

Quality Improvement and Provider 

Support

Fund MIDD Opioid Strategies

• Low-Barrier Buprenorphine

• Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 

(MOUD) in Shelters and Encampments

• Contingency Management

Primary Prevention Workgroup 



MIDD 2023-2024            Additional 2023-2024 
funded initiatives          initiatives

• Staffing Infrastructure

• 24/7 Buprenorphine line

• Equity and Social Justice 
Programs
• Train the Trainer
• Council on Expert Advisors on 

Drug Use

• Communications Campaigns

• Harm Reduction supports

• SUD Conference

• Overdose Prevention Training

• EMS Response 

• Data and Public Reporting

• Homeless System Response

• Sub-acute Overdose Diversion

• Further Harm Reduction 
Response

• Increased MOUD Access

• Post Overdose Follow Up



Communications 
Campaigns
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Posters, postcards and flyers

From January to mid-August 2022, we have sent out 20,102 posters, postcards, and stickers.
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Drug Alerts



Community Based Train the Trainer
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Expansion 
of Harm 

Reduction 
and 

Overdose 
Prevention
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