
No plastic, glass, metal or pet waste 
in curbside food and yard waste bin

•   Empty, clean and dry items          •   Labels are okay 
•   Do not bag recyclables

Keep these items out of curbside 
recycling and compost bins

Lids 3” or larger can be recycled on their own. Lids smaller than 
3” are garbage. Plastic caps of all sizes can be recycled when 
screwed onto bottles.  

Cardboard limit: 3 ft x 3 ft x 3 ft

Flatten boxes

Clean paper boxes

Metal items limit: 2 ft x 2 ft x 2 ft

Place lid inside and crimp can

Remove labels
Food-soiled cardboard/paper  

(no shiny surface)

Branches limit: 4 ft. long or 4 in. diameter

Compostable bags

Food-soiled cardboard/paper boxes  
(shiny surface)

Paper take-out  
containers

Hangers
Empty aerosol 

spray cans
Latex paint cans containing 

hardened paint

Broken ceramic, glass and mirrors

Produce stickersStyrofoamPlastic take-out  
containers

Empty hazardous 
materials containersDiapers and pet waste

Recycling & Composting Guide
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WHAT DO I DO WITH...?

THE ITEMS ON THIS PAGE SHOULD NOT GO INTO YOUR CURBSIDE BINS  
Visit kingcounty.gov/WhatDoIDoWith or call 206-477-4466; 1-800-325-6165, ext 74466 to learn 
how and where to properly recycle them. Interpretation services available.

Electronic Devices
No disposal of these electronic products in the garbage.  
Donate or take them to an eCycle Washington location.

Medical Sharps and Other Waste 
From Home Medical Care

Fat, Oil, and Grease

Unwanted Medicines
Dispose of unwanted meds  
at a nearby drop-box.

Fluorescent Bulbs and Tubes

Batteries and Mercury-Containing Products
Many types of batteries and all mercury-containing products  
are prohibited from disposal in the garbage and at county  
transfer stations. 

Appliances and Other Large Furniture 
Appliances and furniture can be repaired or donated for reuse.  
If not functional, dispose of at transfer stations.

Plastic Bags and Plastic Wrap 
• Reuse plastic bags
• Use reusable shopping bags
• Return plastic bags and plastic wrap to a retail location      

near you: plasticfilmrecycling.org
• Put used plastic bags and plastic wrap in the garbage


